32	NADIR  SHAH
Nadir, having finished his preparations, left Mashhad in company
with Tahmasp on the 4th Shawwal, 1141 (3rd May, 1729),! and marched
southwards, via Jam, Farmandabad2 and Kariz.3 At the same time,
the Abdalis, under Allah Yar Khan, advanced north-westwards from
Herat.
Battle was joined between the Persian forces and the Abdalis at Kafir
Qal'a,4 where the Abdalis under Muhammad Zaman Khan had signally
defeated the Safavi general Safi Quli Khan, ten years before.
Nadir pursued the same cautious policy as before ; restraining the
ardour of his troops, he surrounded his infantry with his artillery, and
posted a body of cavalry on the flank. The Abdalis were the first to attack
and a desperate struggle took place. The Persian infantry were thrown
into confusion by an Abdali charge, but Nadir retrieved the fortunes of the
day by a cavalry attack, and himself cut down one of the enemy leaders.
He then received a lance-thrust in the right foot.5 Night fell soon after,
and both sides withdrew to their respective lines.
On the following day the Abdalis retired to the Hari Rud, with Nadir's
army in pursuit.
Another battle was fought at Kusuya where, after a severe struggle,
the Abdalis suffered a heavy defeat, and fell back precipitately on Herat,
leaving their artillery, tents and baggage behind.
Nadir and his troops advanced rapidly on Herat via Tirpul. Allah
Yar Khan, having reorganised his forces, marched from Herat to oppose
the Persians. The two armies met near Ribat-i-Parian, a village a few
miles west of Herat. The battle lasted from early morning until midday,
when the Abdalis retired, leaving over one thousand dead on the field.
A dust storm, lasting for 48 hours, effectively prevented any further
fighting. On the third day, a messenger from Allah Yar Khan reached
the Persian camp with proposals for peace, but Nadir refused to listen
to such proposals unless Allah Yar Khan and his fellow-chiefs came in
person to make them. Allah Yar Khan was about to comply, but he-
reopened hostilities on receiving word that his erstwhile rival Dhu'l-Fiqar
was marching to his assistance.
_ Nadir detached a body of men to repel Dhu'l-Fiqar and encamped
with the bulk of his forces at Shakiban. Dhu'l-Fiqar, having evaded the
' T.N., p. 56.
1 Now known as Farmanabad.
1 Kariz is 81 miles W.N.W. of Herat.   It was the birthplace of Hashim ibn #akim, otherwise
known as al-Jfakimu'l-Muqanna', the •" Veiled Prophet of Khurasan " (who died in a.». 780),.
• As this place has recently been re-named Islam Qal'a, the stigma of infidelity has been removed
from it.
» T.N., p. 57.   According to 'Abdu'l-Karim 'Alavi's Ta'rikh-i-Ahmad (Lucknow, 1850), page 4,
Nadir was wounded by an Abdali named Hajji Mishkin, who had sworn to kill him or to die
in the attempt.   See also Muhammad 'Abdu'r-Rahman's Ta'rikh-i-A hmad Shah Durrani,

